THE AMAZING FAITH OF TEXAS

COMMON GROUND found in values: Humility

“God is in prison and He’ll never
get out. Because there’s too much
work for Him to do there.”

“I was sitting in prison, a very angry man. It was a combination of 20 years of alcohol and drug
use, and I had come to my bottom. I was at the point where there was no solution other than to cry
out for something outside of myself that would relieve me of the insanity I was living.”
David Peña heard the call in a prison cell, the day before he was planning to kill another inmate.
“I remember I was sick that day and had to go to the infirmary. While I was sitting there,
they brought in a man shackled from head to toe. Shirtless, no shoes, covered from head to toe
with tattoos — so many you didn’t know whether to look at him or read him. We got to talking,
and he asked me what year it was. I said, ‘Man, how long you been in here...don’t even know what
year it is.’ As we waited, he told me his story. He had been in prison for 26 years, most of them in
solitary. He said he came in on a 10-year sentence but killed two inmates and got two life terms on
top of his 10 years. Here was this man, in prison for life and still full of himself. Cocky, arrogant,
thinking he was on top of the world. I looked at this man and I saw myself, and I just started
shaking. I left the infirmary, went back to my cell and fell down on my knees. I said, ‘God, I don’t
know who You are, but if You care anything about me, You’ll show me the way out of here. I can’t
live this way anymore.’”
Today David has a degree in psychology and runs an outreach program for ex-cons.
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Ex-con. Christian Minister. Texan.
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